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On che motion of Mr. Attorney Genes. 
A fimilar Aſilavit was ſivorn, and a ſimilar Rule iſſued againſt 


King's Bench, in Matter of LIBEL; 


* 


Years Impriſoned for a SUPPOSED LIBEL, w 


In the KING's BENCH —Trinity Term, June, 1768. 
Informer's Affidavit —(COPY.) 

HOMAS CORRY, of Chancery-lane, in the county of 

Middleſex, maketh oath, that on the thirty-firſt of May 

laſt, he, this deponent, bought at the ſhop of William Bingley, 


| oppoſite Durham- yard, in the Strand, in the county aforeſaid, 


the pamphlet, or printed paper hereunto annexed, The NoRTH 
BRITON, No. L.“ of a woman, who, this deponent verily believes 
was the wife of the ſaid William Bingley ; and that a man was 


alſo then preſent in the ſaid ſhop, who this deponent believes, 


was the ſaid William Bingley. 
Sworn in Court, 


| June 3, 1768. - 2 , . 


Rule for Defendart to ſhew Cauſe.— ( COPY. 5 
Friday next after the morrow of the Holy Trinity, in the eighth 
year of King GEORGE the Third. 
PON 
and a printed paper, intitled The North 
Briton, No. L.“ thereto annexed, it is ordered, that Monaay next 
be given to William Bingley, to ſhew cauſe why a writ of attach · 
ment ſhould not iſſue againſt him, for bis contempt, upon notice 
of this rule to be given him, in the mean time. | 


THOMAS CORRY. 
By the Court. 


By the Court. 


the Defendant alſo, for No. LI. of the North Briton. 


Warrant to attach Defendant, —(COPY.) 

MippLE- 
SEX. | Eſquire, anty a „ 
William Norden, John Doe, and Thomas Phillips, my bailiffs 
of the hundred of Oſſulſton in the ſaid county, greeting, by 
virtue of the King's writ to me directed, J command you, each, 
and every of you, jointly and ſeverally, that you, or any of you, 
take William Bingley, if he ſhall be found within my-bailiwick, 
and him ſafely keep, ſo that I may have his body beforethe Lord 
the King, at Weſtminſter, on Wedneſday next, after three weeks 
from the Holy Trinity, to anſwer to the Lord the King, for a 


ourt before the King himſelf. Dated: the 10th day of June, 

—_ =. | VSF BURROW. 
By rule of Court Fra. Barlow, Clerk in Court 
 indorſed. : for the proſecution. 

Arreſted the above Defendant |. Newgate. . 

une the 11th, 1768. The above is a true copy, 

Thomas Phillips. examined per John New- 
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Illuſtrated by Precedents for proceeding on Attachment and by Interrogatories in the Court of 
5 being the Caſe of A FREE CITIZEN, who was Two 
ithout TRIAL, CONVICTION, or SEN TEN CE. 


reading the affidavit of Thomas Corry, - 


* 
. 


ICHARD Peers, Eſquire, and William Naſh, * « The philoſophical poet doth notably deſcribe the damnable and damned pro- ] 


Sheriffs of the county aforeſaid, to | 


certain treſpaſs and contempt brought againſt him in the King's 


man, Clerk of the Papers. | 


* 


HIILARY TERM, Feb. 1769, 


Deft. again ſurrenders—the Court acknowledge its former 


error, and ſome coquetry takes place between Sol. Gen. Dunning 


but by his 9wn anſwers, it would, probably, be ſome time before 
* they would be able to procure a conviction ; for he was re- 
* ſolved to die in priſon, ſooner than anſwer, and thereby accuſe 
* himſelf on a criminal accuſation.” (To put this matter out 
of diſpute, he made affidavit, ſoon after his ſubſequent commit- 
tal, that, without Torture, he would never anſwer, touching the 


charges in queſtion, unleſs by due courſe of Legal Trial.) The 
Court and Crown Lawyers agree in recommitting him, and the 


Tipſtaff conveys him a third time to confinement. 
Mr. Binghey's third Commitment :—(COPY.) 


Monday next after the Octave of Saint Hilary, in the ninth 


year of King George the Third. 


ENGLAND. HE Defendant being preſent nere in 
The King Court appears on his recognizance; and 
againſt refuſing to give bail, and alſo refuſing to be | 


William Bingley. ] ſworn to anſaver interrogatories now filed here 
in Court againſt him, it is ordered, that he the ſaid Defendant, 


be now committed to,the cuſtody of the Marſhal of the Mar- 


ſhalſea of this Court, to be by him kept in ſafe cuſtody until 
he find ſufficient bail to anſwer interrogatories, or ſubmits to 


be ſworn to anſwer Tuch interrogatories.* 


On the motion of Mr. Solicitor General and Sir Fletcher 
he By the Court; 


* Firſt he puniſheth, and then he heareth; and laftly compelleth 1 confeſs, and makes 
« 2 h 


Ce. 2 Inf. 55. 


* 


0 By of the judge of Hell, 


Junius to Lord Mansfield, 


n the KING's BENCH.—Michaelmas Term, Nov. 1769. | 
R. ADAIR (now Serjeant Adair) moved the Court, for Defendant 


to have the benefit of the Rules of the Priſon, on giving ſecurity to 
the Marſpal — Mr. Adair produced affidavits of the like indulgencies 


having been given to Crom priſoners. The affidavits having been read 
about half through, Lord Mansfield interrupted the Clerk, ſaying © We 
don't receive precedent by affidavit;” and the application was rejected. 

Mr. Adair then intreated the Court, (if they did not chuſe to admit 
Mr, Bingley. to the Rules,) that they would alter the place of his 


' confinement, in order to remove the oppreſſion his client laboured 


under in the King's Bench Priſon.—This was alſo rejected. And Lord 


Mansfield ſaid, Mr. Adair, why don't you adviſe your client to an- 
wer interrogatories? JI need not aſk (ſaid his Lordſhip) I am ſure 


ce you have.“ His Lordſhip then expatiated how eaſy it was for the 


| Defendant to extricate himlelf ; “ for (ſaid he) in his anſwering inter- 


rogataries, he may deny the charge, only at the riſk of an indifment for 
perjury.” Curious advice this—more eſpecially, as coming from the 


head of the Supreme Court of Criminial Judicature of England; and 


that too, delivered in open Court. | 
| Atter this, Bingle did not trouble the Court c Nie o's Bench rain 


Rule of Court tranſmitted to the Marſhal: 


On the motion of Mr. Attorney General. 


„ great magiſtrate. 


Mr. 


mars laws at his pleaſure;“ but good Judges and Juſtices abhor theſe practices 


during the proſecution. 
theſe geitlemen laid a particular injunction oa Mr. Bingley, ** Not 
d to receive money from individuals who e e offer it to him in eon- 
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be done, the Law-officers wiſhing to forego all the merit of it, the e- 


linquiſhed the Priſoner entirely into the arms of the Court. The Chief, 
however, ſcouted their intentions, and returned him back again upon their 


. G hands. N | 1 —1 ; 
and the Court concerning it.—Defendant is again queſtioned | ands. * No, no, Gentlemen, (ſaid Lord Mansfield)=if you move no- 


f with regard to his anſwering interrogatories, to which he re plies 
as before; and adds, that if the Court could not find him guilty, 


* thing, nothing will be done; and the Priſoner will ſtill remain in confine- 
ment: the Court never acts from itſelf, but by motion from without.” 
A very long pauſe took place——At laſt, finding it was in vain 
to ſpend more time about doing what was agreed to be done, Attorney 


General De Grey moved for Mr. Bingley's diſcharge, in proper form. 
The motion was granted with apparent reluctance, and the following 


In the KING's BENCH.—Eafter Term, May 28, 1770. 
Mr. Bingley's Diſcharge —(COPY.) 

ENGLAND. — The King againſt William Bingley. 

R. Attorney General, now preſent in Court, informing 

the Court, that he does not intend further to. proſecute 


the attachment againſt the Defendant ; it is ordered- by the 


Court, that the ſaid Defendant be now diſcharged out of the 

cuſtody of the Marſhal, as to the ſaid attachment.* | 

| By the Court. 
*The injuſtice done to an individual is ſometimes of ſervice to the public. Facts 

„ are apt to alarm us more than the moſt dangerous principles. The ſufferings and 


* firmneſs of BinGLey, have ronſed the public attention. You knew and felt that your 
conduct would not bear a parliamentary inquiry, and you hoped to eſcape it by the 


* meaneſt, the baſeſt ſacrifice of dignity and conſiſtency, that ever was made by a 
Where was your * where was that vindictive ſpirit, f 


* which we have ſeen ſo many examples, When a man, ſo inconſiderable as Bingley, 
* could force you to confels in the face of the country, that, for two years toge- 


Athers y bad illegally . dept iued· an Engliſh ſubject of his liberty, a- that he 


e triumphed over you at laſt? I fancy, ſome time will elapſe before you venture to 


— n Engliſhman, for refuling to anſwer interrogatories!” — Funizs to L,M. 
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ls RETROSPECTIVE OBSERVATIONS. - - 
'  Whenfit was publicly known, that the Rule to ſpew Cauſe had fined; 
oORNE ſolicited Mr. BiNGLEY to a conference with Mr. WiLxes 
in the King's Bench Priſon. At that meeting, (Mr. Bingley having 
previouſly reſolved not to anſwer interrogatories) theſe gentlemen under- 
took his defence, promiſed him ſupport ; and © impriſonment,” which 


— DieY, 


they ſaid, could not be of long duration, © was all he ſhould ſuffer ſn the 


conteſt,” . | The defence ſet up, was more a defence of Mr. Wilkes 
than that of the defendant in the cauſe; which ſo much more incenſed 
f 


the Court againſt him, as to double bis misfortunes—and, as to ſupport; 
Mr. Witkes, indeed, appointed Mr. B. an Attorney; buf che bills 


of cofts, with all other expences; were defrayed from the produce of 


| HIS OWN TILL.—Neither one or other of theſe Patriots procured 


Mr. B. a fixpeuce, or the value of ſixpence, by preſent or otherwiſe, 
But what appears ſtill more ſingular is, that 


e finement.” Conſequently all money preſents were rejeted. _ 
2 Mr, Wilkes and Mr. Horne found Bingley in à very pro- 
miſing line of life —ſupported by the united efforts of his two late 


worthy maſters, William Strahan, Eſq. and Mr. Charles Say.—By this 
' ſupport, joined to his own induſtry, he was in very good crevit.—As to | 


— 


in greater Jack of caſh, than he was of a Banter. 


Wilkes, until raten up by Mr. Horne, it is pretty well known he was 


Mr. E orne, now Horne Tooke, and Mr. Wilkes, have Ken a conſi · : 
_ derable affluence, by their popularity in the ſame cauſe, in which Mr. 


Bingley had deeply embarked, to whoſe zeal and firmneſs, Mr. Wilkes 
is more Sbliged, for his preſent ſituation in life, than to any other man; 
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- thouſand pounds—for Appearance—not to anſwer Interroga- 


Torture does in others. This was the firſt Habeas ever granted 


Monday next, after the morrow of All Souls, in the ninth year 


ENGLAND. 


Wm. Bingley hibited againſt him, touching a contempt, ſup- 
poſed * to be, by him, committed againſt this Court; it is or- 


de wrongfully committed, which the Court will be cautious not to do. Lil. Abr. 427 


Fra. Barlow, Clerk in Court 
for the proſecution. 
| __ Newgate. 
The above is a true copy, 
examined per John New- 
man, Clerk of the Papers. 


By rule of Court 
indorſed. 
Arreſted the above Defendant 
June the 13th, 1768. 
Thomas Phillips, 


- 


 ..  TRINIIY VACATION, 1766. 
Lord Mansfield. granted a Habeas, and admitted the Defen- 
dant to bail on the 22d of September, in the penal ſum of two 


ad. 


tories; which were intended to anſwer in this country, what 


for an offence a Court of Juſtice is pleaſed to call a contempt. 


| MICHAEL MAS TERM, 1768. TE 
Defendant ſurrenders in diſcharge of his bail: Court require 
to know if he will ſuffer himſelf to be ſworn to anſwer interro- 
gatories ; or will he give bail to anſwer? He refuſes to do either, 
and demands, as his birth-right, a trial by Jury; whereupon | 


LO. 


cuſtody of the Marſhal; upon the following Rule of Court: 
- COPY.) ; 


- of King George the Third. 


1 defendant, William Bingley, being pre- 
ſent here in Court, and refuſing 


12 a © 


The King 


dered, That the ſaid William Bingley be now committed to the 

cuſtody of the Marſhal of the Marſhalſea of this Court, for 

want of bail; to be by him the ſaid Marſhal kept in ſafe cuſto- 

dy, until he ſhall be diſcharged by due cour/e of law. 1 
On the motion of Mr. Solicitor General.  - 

| By the Court. © BARNES. 


* One may be committed for contempt done 10 a court of Juſtice, but the matter 
of the contempt , be certain, and not doubtful; or elſe the party may, perchance, 


MICHAELMAS VACATION, 766. 
A fingle Judge at chambers, (Sir Joſeph Yates) diſcharges 
Defendant again on bail, for appearance only, on account of 


| Mansfield ſaid, 


that too, 


great diſpleaſure againſt him, for refuſing its 
proffered Mercy, and ordered the Tiff to commit him to the 


to give 


ERROR in the former Rule; the words, due courje of lau, were 
deemed ERROR!!! 8 8 5 


— eee ee eee — be — re cen RD PT A — 5 2. 
reren two cotemporaries and great ft pporters, Meſſrs, Wilkes a orne 
| + Toke, by taking the ball at the hop, have farpriſingly improved their ſituations. 


But natwithſtanding their preſent affluence, they are totally regardleſs of the ſituation to 


Wich they have, by their deluſions and falſe promiſes, reduced the Writer, and his ſill 
more ſuffering family. With regard to Mr. Tooke, the Writer's regard for him, can never 


'tirely by bis publick ſpirit, and his unvaried and unwearied effort; in defence of civil liber- 


ty Bleſſed with an extenſive genius, ſtored with a fund of legal knowledge, and, which is 


a {till greater ornament to him, eſteemed an exemplary good private character, Mr. T. 


Lach characters in the Senate to root out modern Mul poles, the locuſts which devour us. 

{vr As to Wilkes, be is a wretch, more to be deſpiſed than envied; he, who to acquire, or 
to ſave his money, was guilty of t---por--/le offences, and whoſe mind and manners are 
ſa depraved, as neither learning, high ſtation, nor wealth can dignify. This degeneracy 
of character in Wilkes is, perhaps, more to be attributed to a debauched education than 

do his low, dirty origin, The epithet dirty, gentle reader, is his .own polite language. 


Daſe, ſelfiſh, mean, low · ved, and dirty tellow, — ever wr led himſelf into a 
Secretaryſhip: But when Mr. Martin had ſhot him, and Wilkes Jay bleeding on the 
e there repented; the firſt, and, perhaps, will be the laſt time in his life. This 


nd | : 
— dirty fellow, Sam. Martin, was, by his, Wilkes's own acknowledgment, transformed | 
Into honour?” Wide Wilkes's Letters, Gc. 4 Vols. (with the | 


« a gentleman and a man of 


Portraits of Wilkes, lord Camden, ſerj. Glynn and Churchill) collected by the Writer. 


Of high Family origin, Wilkes has little to boaſt, any more than had Mr. Martin, 


\whoſe father was a Planter in the Weſt-Indies ; was poſſeſſed of a very large eſtate, and 


was a diſtiller, of Rum, in the Iſland of Antigua“. Wilkes's father was a diſtiller of Gin, in | 
"Clerkenwell. What Martin's grandfather was, the Writer never heard; but Wilkes's | 


* ; . 13 * ing a gin · keg under his arm. 
grandfather laid the foundation of his Family fortune, by carrying 8 win 4 vs my FINE 


and a glaſs, hawking the ſtreets, crying ont. Whe buys, 
 *GQLDEN CORDIAL? Vide Lontow Cries, the beginning of the preſer t century. 


- Whether Mr. Martin did or did not deſerve the groſs epithets beſtowed upon him by 


| Z ittle : of W | ith truth be laid, that fo treacherous, 
Wilkes, is of little moment: of Wilkes, it may with tru e e , 


.baſe, ſelfit, mean, abel, low led, and dirty a fellow, never 
to a Chamberlainſhip. 8 4 ; a 2 
52 Mts. Martin's fer was killed. by bis laves, ſor making them-work in the Chriſtmas hoſydays. 


4 


— 


be conſidered the Andrew Marvel of the preſent day; would to God we had a few 


di N.B. Ne. 49, where he ſays of Mr. Martin, that he was 7. the moſt treacherous, | 


Fleet 


proceedings by aceachiniviRE L 8 con « ye | 
1 the Writer OE preſumes his Lordſhip will have ſufficient ground for altering an opinion, founded on 
1 


under m the King's Bench Priſon.— This was alſo rejected. And Lord 
nn Mr. Adair, why don't you adviſe your client to an- 
wer interrogatories? I need not aſk (ſaid his Lordſhip) I am ſure 
ou have,” His Lordſhip then expatiated how eaſy it was for the 


_ Defendant to extricate himſelf; 5 for (ſaid he) in his anſwering inter- 


rogatories, he may deny the charge, only at the riſk of an indifment for 

perjury. Curious advice thisz—=more eſpecially, as coming from the 

head of the Sipreme Court of Criminial Judicature 

too, delivered in open Court. = 
Atter this, Bingley ws trouble the Court of King's Bench again. 


Courts of Law conni ve at each others abuſes. 
Application was made to the Court of Common Pleas, for a Habeas 


Corpus, on an action brought againſt Defendant, to remove him to the 


Priion; but the Law Courts, of that time, connived at each other's 
abuſes, and Delendant was remanded from the Court of Common Pleas 
to the King's Bench Priton, without a return being made to the 
Habeas—A very unuſual circumſtance, conſidering, that Defendant 
was only in cuſtody of the Crown for Examination. 3 


Mr. Wilkes ' adviſes Bingley to efcape to Holland!!!—Set up a 
Preſs at the Brill—Print incendiary letters againft the Brunſ= 
wick Family, (the MSS for which he Mr. Wilkes, ſaid be would 
Jurniſe — Expott them to England in Merchant Ships, &c. 
Cc. — | Fe 1 | Wilkes ,,, na$ 
| — this, indeed, was frugal hone/ty,_ 
When a debt grows burdenſo:ne, and can't be diſcharged, 2% e 
A ſponge will wipe of all, and COSTS HIM NOTHING! -E. farwict. 
Lord Mansfield and Mr. Wilkes appear both to agree, that it is ne- 
c-liary to get Mr. Bygley off their hands. And, could this deſirable 
end be effected, neither the Patriot, his treacherous coadjutor, nor the 
Chief Juſtice, his avowed. perſecutor, ſeemed to be over nice about the 


* 1 * 
„ U 7 "Po. dis * 75 III ati ene 891777 


againſt God and the King; that of Perjury and breaking Priſon.— 


— 


-mjeans.—In order to extricate the defendant, from a miſdemeanor, 


Lord Mansfield and Mr., Wilkes either wiſhed to ſhorten Mr. Bing- 


ley's life, or render it for ever miſerable. It is not meant here to 


inſinuate, that they acted in conjunction: No, they were both equally 


impelled by ſelt-intereft. His-Lordſhip did not wiſh, that the proceſs 
of the Court ſhould undergo. a Parliamentary enquiry: To prevent 
this, he muſt releaſe the priſoner. Mr, Wilkes was equally averſe to 
Mr. Bingley's application to the Bill of Rights Society tor ſupport ; 
for all the money the Socicty could raiſe, was too little to gratity his 
own rapacity ; but he rather wiſhed, as did the Chief Juſtice, that Mr. 
Bingley and his caule, might be buried in total oblivion—and the 
looner this could be effected the better. But Mr. Bingley was fully 
aware of the Patriot and the Courtier.—Againſt their united advice, he 


—and, by perſevering, CONQUERED. | 


WHEN IT WAS DETERMINED by Government to ſet Bingley | 


at liberty, ſome att was practiſed to induce him to make a ſubmiſſion to 
the Court, and himſelf to petition for his diſcharge ; but theſe arts were 
all practiſed in van. And on the day, when the buſineſs was to 


——__—_ 


perſevered though in filent anguiſh, abandoned as he was on all fides 


of England; and 


family, experiencing every hardſhip conſequent to à t tal reyeri 


. ting two more offences; two of the higheſt poſſible miſdemeanors | 


Mr, Wilkes and Mr. Horne found Bingley in a very pro- 
miſing line of life -ſupported by the united efforts of his two late 


ſupport, joined to his own induſtry, he was in very good credit. As to 
Wilkes, until /aten up by Mr. Horne, it is pretty well known he was 
in greater Jack of caſh, than he was of a Banker, | 


derable affluence, by their popularity in the ſame cauſe, in which Mr. 


is more obliged, for his preſent ſituation in life, than to any other man; 
Mr. Horne only excepted. The giſt number of the North Bricon, fo 
much terrified the Chief Juſtice that, being overwhelmed with tears, and 
| fearful apprehenſions, his Lordſhip reverſed Mr. Wilkes's outlawry. | 
The reverſal of the out! awry completed Mr. Wilkes's buſineſs effec- 
tually—it gave him an opportunicy to make his way to the Senate and 
to Office, and to ſue. Lord Halifax, neither of which he otherwiſe could 
have done: A Partner in popularity Wilkes would not endure; and it 
was this jealous, mercenary ſpirit, that prompted him to .break through 
the ties of honour, gratitude, and juſtice ;z—befides his deſertion of Bing- 
ley, and the cauſe of attachments, it occaſioned the ill timed controverſy 
between him, Mr. Horne, and many geatlemen, his former ſupporters, 
belonging to the Bill of Rights Society... 8 3 


Mr. Wilkes not only deſerted Bingley himſelf, but endeavanred to 


ſhut 2 of public generoſity againſt him; he could behold hig. 


. unpitcyingy with a young, numerous, and, eonſeqventiy a he 


e of 
fortune; - for when the time arrived (about three years from the oak 
mencement of the proſecution) that ſome compenſation was thought 
of by Mr. Horne, and 500l. voted, to be raiſed in the Bill t 
Rights Society—towards which, Mr. Wilkes was not ſolicited to cons 
tribute a SIXPENCE ;—yet he, at a ſubſequent meeting, ſtood foremoſt in 

oppoſition to the money being raiſed for him in the Society which ops 
polition procured a virtual reicinding of the reſolution, that had paſſe 
in Mr. Bingley's favour. Mr. B's creditors perceiving the diviſion whick 


* 


© 110ncoh 16 1116. 
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courſe, that he would be ſuffe f 
immediately agreed to declare him a Bankrupt.— Thus was his propets; 
ty loft, his expectations and credit ruined, by the malicious contrivances 
of an unprincipled impoſtor. It was, however, no ſmall conſolation; 
in his diſtreſſed ſituation, to receive his certificate, ſo early as four days. 
after his ſurrender, ſigned by the following reſpectable Gentlemen, viz. 
Meſſrs. Mathew Bloxam, Eſq. | 
Fourdrinier, (aſſignee) Stationers. 
William Strahan, ſen. Eſq. SEES | — 
Meſſrs. Allyp Simmons, Thos. Field, and R. Stevenſon, Stationet 
Mr. John Miller, (aſſignee) Printer. | E eo Fe EY 
Meſſro. Henry Bevor and Francis Blyth, Printer. | et, 
Mefirs, Walter Wilſon and William Brown, Strand, Upholſterers, 
Mr, George B.ngley, Long Acre, Grocer. i _ 
| Met. Bowles, and Meſſ. Wells and Groſvenor, and Mr. Strahan, jun 
were alſo creditors under Mr. Bingley's Commiſſion ; but not having 
proved their ſeveral debts untill the firſt div dend, they were nt quali- 
fed in time to aſſent to his certificate. There was, however, but ong 
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| opinion amongſt all his creditors concerning the real cauſe. of the ſta« 
tute, and of Mr. Bingley's complete ſurrender of his effects under it. 
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1 Manifeſt as were BrncLey's Tufferings under the attachments, they were greatly aug- 
. mented by the wicked deviſes and deluſions of Wilkes, as well in Priſon, as out of 
Priſon. Hitherto, by induſtry and economy, he has been pretty equal to the difficulties 


bodily ſtrength.are no longer ſufficient to ſupport it under the affliction of infirmities *, age, 


breathes, impartiality, and the importance of the ſubj ects contained in the two firſt Num- 
bers, he hopes will meet with ſuch a degree of approbation as will enable him to proceed 
with the Work as often as leiſure and urgency may require; or to print and publiſh for 
thoſe who chuſe to employ him. ] 5 : ; 3 
| A part of the Writer's family is here alluded to. Mrs. B. fince che Writer's caption under the 
attachment, upwards of TWIN TV- Trou years, has not enjoyed ſo many days of good health, owing 
to the ſeverity of her ſufferings by the attachment and ſubſequent misfortunes conſequent thereto. [How 
cruel was it then of Earl Camden, in 6 Another letter to Almon, in matter of Libel”” 1770 or 1771, to 
aſſert of the Writer, that, hilt he continued to fatten by the profits of his buſineſs, e was little 
concerned about his perſonal liberty. Never was a man more groſely impoſed upon than was his Lordſhip 
in this reſpect; and little cquld ſuch a reflection on the Writer be expected, eſpecially, as he bad from 
the beginning ated prompt in the cauſe, and directly agreeable to the doctrine therein laid down, as to 
interrbgatories. If he will condeſcend to peruſe the above ſtate of facts, 


error, concerning his ſufferings and character. ö ? 

4% If” ſays his Lordſhip in the ſame book, “ the Judges dan introduce and eſtabliſh for law 
their own way of thinking, by ſolemn judgments from the bench, the moſt dangerous difa may become, 
by time, reſpectable, and be hereafter alledged as precedents, and the eſtabliſhed law of the land. Let no 
man, therefore, qobilft a parliament exiſts, ſubmit to be. attached at the will of _— for having merely been 
guilty of publications, cor.temptuous writings, and bave no alternative left, but that of anſwering interrogatcries, 
or, be ng impriſoned, as irrecoverably contumacious for life.” Has BivGLzy made a precedent, ſo as to oc- 
cakion this dangerous mode of proceeding becoming the law of the land? On the contrary, are not the 

above Rurxs of Cour ſo many teſtimonies of his determined firmneſs? The noble and learned Lord 
commences his diſſertation on attachments in addition to. that on Libel and e ebe, in a Poſtſcript as 
follows. Permit me to add a word touching commitments and attachments for contempt of Court z the late 
Caſe of Bix UE having raiſed the curioſity of many, and excited their ſurpriſe. In the next para- 

1 graph we obſerve a fide-blow evidently aimed at BinGLEY, as well as at Lord Mansfield. There are, 

; ſays he, many circumſtatces attending this ſummary proceeding which I cannot ſquare with the max- 

ima of law or natural;jaſticez and yet the caſe of Binczzr is ſingular in nothing but its termination.” 


—_— 


and he lay two years in riſon, until the crown thought-the matter might occaſion ſome ſerious complaint; 


he had to ſurmount ; but now that his winter li is ſet in, when the utmoſt exertions of 


. , > « I Gonetl en- and a ruined fortune; he has revived his caſe with a view to prefer a claim to public ö 
tbe leſſened on this account. He has, himſelf, bad difficulties to encounter; occa favour. [Vide his plan of the New Plain Dealer, which, from the independent ſpirit it 


r ——— „CC 
| | at the commenicement,and, like others (for more then a century) in fimilar fitoations, he had anſwered 
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_gatiories, there could have been no; ity in the: nations... „ 
A tradeſman, only in a middling line of buſineſs, of moderate: der and ability, with n wiſe. 
and young family, unaſſiſted, directly or indirectly, by any perſon whatever, ing his own little pro- 


perty, his peace and happineſs, and that of his family -undauntedly, or, if more proper, N 
the power of the Court of King's-Bench, and * rm hae in defence of civil liberty weſt- 
Ing, not fattewing,.as his ſubſequent misfortunes teſtify—-no advertifing and puffing, as was done by, and 
for Wilkes; no provifion from the Bill of Rights Soci to defray even law and priſon as was 
done for Wilkes; practiſing no-mean, baſe, ſelfifþ arts, on the Seciety, by cauſiug fi ctitious debts to be ſent | 
into them, and, by his agent, receiving the compoſition money himſelf, as Wilkes did; but without all fuch 
reſources and practices, perſevering againſt the tyranny and chicanery of on the one hand, and the ba- 
| feſt of parrits on the other —until even Cicero, as ſome perſons call Lord Mansfield, was obliged to yield to 
the ſuperior fortitude and legal knowledge of the Yeoman Citizen z——ſuch a character is CTI EI Bruce | 
rx, and ſuch his conduct. This caſe, throughout, upon conſulting the books, is the moſt Sugular, ' 
Irnce that of Lilburne's, that is to be found. ſo effeFual have been his efforts, that the 24 laſt years 
ttachment: 


of the 8 reign have paſſed away without a repetition of a being iſſued for conflrudfive_ 
TO CONCLUDE-———From the brief ſtate of this Caſe, ENGLISH LIBERTY. 


may eaſily be deſined: t is a liberiy to trample on the deareſt- rights of the ſubjeQ, to 
impriſon during pleaſure. In the foregoing proceedings, ſhould the reader obſerve any 
trace of the:Sirm of law, it is that part which the proſecutors have termed . Error 
Due courſe of law” was Error; becauſe, by theſe words, the Priſoner could not be de- 
prĩived the benefit of his Habeas Corpus. The priſoner's guilt or innocence remained unaſcer- 
tained during EIGHT tedious Terms, himſelf all that time in confinement ; and, Tyranny 
| being /icþ of her perſecutions, he is then diſcharged, without trial, conſequently without cons 
viction or acquittal and there being no record, defendant could not plead in bar, againlt- 
the proceedings, to the-Houſe of Lords. The Court ſtript him of every thing but life, then 


| diſcharged him, and call it Mercy this is Engliſh Liberty! and its boaſted ſecurity 


from opprefiion ! : | 
Arreſts for debt, amongſt the Writer's yiciflitudes are-but-three 2 all which were ſued out in 1771 a» 

_ painſt him, by @ precious limb of the law, one -Bazezzt H, of Pater-nofter Row. His actions 
_ againſt the Writer were on ſpecial originals; one of them at the ſuit of Mr. Henry Baldwin, for a debt 
of S1x7srx Pounps only, equally injurous to plaintiff and deſend mt: N. B. The coſt upon a ſpecial 
Original is 71, although the debt ſhould be immediately paid without Caption! How merciful ate our 
laws which arbitrate between debtor and creditor, Is it not high time that our civil code undetwent a rcvi- 
ſionꝰ — and that the Riphrs of Attorneys were abridged? g | 


ö All debts under 200. are recovered in Jreland by a civil bill proceſs, the utmoſt coft of which, to exe · 


1 Farther on he: ſays, In the K. againſt Bingley, the defendant was obſtinate, and «avould not be examined, 
: 
| 


% 


all his fins about him, &c."* If the conduct of Bua er had not. been_ſingular - 


he was then let out wi 


* 


- Cution, is 185. 64, Under 101. 81. 6d; and an attorney, in Ireland; whö would commence a ſuit for 
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| 16/, in a canmon-laso court would for ever be rendered infamous. = 5 
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worthy .maſters, William Strahan, Eſq. and Mr. Charles Say.—By this 


Mr. Horne, now Horne Tooke, and Mr. Wilkes, have riſen to conſi- 


Bingley had deeply embarked, to whoſe zeal and firmneſs, Mr. Wilkes 


red td fall between the parties, the 


(the late Sheriff), and Mr, Henri 
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